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THE EIGHT BANNERS

The Eight Banners was the name given to the military organization used by the tribes of Manchuria to
conquer and control China in the 17" century (beginning the Qing Dynasty). The banner system was
developed by the Manchu leader Nurhachi (1559 - 1626) who in 1601 organized his warriors into four
companies of 300 men each. The companies were distinguished by banners of different colours - yellow,
red, white and blue. In 1615 four more banners were added, using the same colours bordered in red,
the red banner being bordered in white. All of Nurhachi's follower's, with the exception of a few imperial
princes, were organized into the banner system, which also served an administrative function. Taxation
conscription, and registration of the population were carried out through the banner organization
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