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Mr. Otto Gold lives in Erfurt, Th0nngen, Germany He IS 77 years old 
and has slx daughters and fourteeh great-grandchildren. His parents 
were born In Erfurt as were his wife and all their children. Hrs wife died 
twelve years ago of a heart attack. They both worked at the same 
ms1ftl.ltlon, The Polyclinic, the teaching hospltaL 
Mr. Gold worked for 34 years as a cabinetmaker and technical person 
helping with painters and glass workers build hospital furniture. He had 
been drafted into the army in 1943 and fought m France at Calais and m 
Hungary ag?lnst the Russians He was captured in 1945 in France and 
was kept in a prisoner of war camp nearby Pans There he first studied 
with a French .cabinetmaker before being moved close to Calais where 
lie was put to work mining coal. He says the French "t[eated them very 
well and he had no complaints. He was released from POW camp in 

..,. 1948 and then went home to Th0ringen. Mr. Gold feels he had a great 

I 
deal of luck to- have ma.de it aJive through the war. 

- He hai:I to go bac.15 to-school to finish learning cabinet making and then 
h& worked at the city mission 1or homeless people rn the.50s as a janitor 

~;~~~~~~~"'1~ ,... and for the churco ::as well, before t,e obtained the positiorr at the 
: hospftal. ,. .:. 

;;Jlt:~::'.:i~§' - Mr. Gold always has a. year round ®ld to--tne Erft.Jrtgarden-exhlbitfo11s, 
Which he re,i:tlly" ei:ijoys .• ,tie Vo/j:IS. baptize~ and confirmed In the Luther 

- church on Magdeburger~AH~. Er:f;!Jct Hfs aaugtrters-...are baptized but 
nave-all had ~e -SE!9utac y:outh tQ_Qfirmatton of tb'e,DD..R yoong pioneer · 
grouP.§; Mt Gold dfd not take part ii) the peacefOI revofufion-Jn t989 as 
tie,.Utoaght this. V@S oot something one should do if one worked at a 
hospital. He has been to Paris .once after the fall of tne wall. seeo the -
Louvre and talked. to some.of-.r8fl_ch- people aoout hls war e.xperie.nces . ., , 
Mr. Gofitllk~ th~ F-rench way Of ltf~ aod thin~s there, stlould be more 
exchange"oetween.c.Erenc~ and ~aoy. Most 0Fb1s comrades-are 

~--• • now -90.ne. l:le gets --arotand Wtth._h1s daughters who ·an remain.i n 
- -1, ~ .... ' German~ - ~ -·- -

~ - From !"1eJ.ephone. con.vers-effon,betwf!"n ptto Gold and Lelah F6rguson 
'4n May.-2004.e ..,, • -'a .:; ~ ~ 
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