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d master of conceptual art and one
.of the seminal figures in Cana--
dxan contemporary art. To his detrac-
rs,. Garry, - Neill Kennedy, 63, is an

wicked . begetter of visual one-
rs: To his fans, he was the brilliant -
vildcard admmlstrai:or ‘who, . becom-
president of Halifax’s Nova Scotia
_llegeofArtandDwgnm1967at
¢-age of 32, put the once sleepy little -

onalartmap Toh:lsfoes hewasan‘

: non edncator

¢ his status as’a potent analyst

“” His work;, wntes Barlosky, -’

“to put ‘it ‘more sunply “My ‘work fol

lows a:clear: critical ‘path,” the arnst‘
lams ~his” eyes glmtmg ‘with mis-

furry eyebrows ralsed in'spu-

ti-art hooligan; an esthetic nihiljst, .

tution pmmmently on the interna- -

teach.mg
college, he has been busy con- .7

) ensitmty to the' amblgumes of the or-.-

“ lery floor.”
* that. “Conoeptual art'is very sponta-
* neous, you: know,”: Kennedy" adds: .
“And mtumve 2 The work suddenly.
. gets more edgy when you- notice, fi-

3 Kennedy’s hew solo exhlblhon'at

Toronto’s Cold City Gallery, for exam-
ple, 'is called Suit. But: ‘Where’s the
. garment?. What/ you see, when you
walk into the gallery is five bright |
white walls bearing’ eccentncally po- .
sitioned squares of brlght yellow .
pamt in vanous s1zes' At the back of

sectlons . Kennedy eiplams < each?:
/apart o(the suit pattern vevyhlghly,

* abstracted.. Why yellow" “I like using ;;

yellow’ and white,™ replles Kennedy,
gormlessly “And it’s the same yellow:
‘as a couple of yellow, tiles in the gal-
~Oh' yeah. didn’t ‘notice

nally, that Kennedy. has printed, as a .
modest catalogue for the show, a list
of numbered’ suit-pattérn’ parts, to -
each of whlch has been asslgned the.

. name, salary ‘and stock-option’ value‘
. of Canadian compa.ny presidents and‘t
. CEOs (“suits”), arranged in descend-

mg order of ‘m"c'on'le ——from I;al\xrent"

* Beaudoin, “of Bombardier Inc.: (“an- %

nual’ salary $19,100 317") ‘to  Peter
Munk of TrizecHahn Corp. (“annual
salary $1,722,550”). “I got the ‘salary
- figures, from:The Globe” and Mail’s
Report on_Business,” says_Kennedy
smllmg happlly at the 1rony of rad1

crotch shleld, while Charlés Chllders
of  Potash’ Corp.: of Saskatchewan
(“a.nnual salary $7, 729,256”) is glven »
‘the inside pocket? Nope;: there isn t.
- The sult parts are listed and the sala:
“’res “are listed and _that’s how: they =
came together. The oﬂhandedness, S0
typical of the artist, is corrosive. Like|
all of Kennedy’s work over the pas
25 years, you come to its meanings.'
. gradually, first dealing with the sen-
suality of what he does and then pon
derlng its deeper and sometlmes dan
gerous 51gn1ﬁcance 280
. Kennedy’ 's fecund reign at NSCAD
has at this historical distance, the
‘same ﬂavour of apparent insouciance :
maskmg a larger and deeper project. -,
He ‘was' teaching’ at’ Northland Col-
lege’ in. Wlsconsm in 1967 when he
was, mwted to head up . what was

1

then the Nova Scotla College of Art
Kennedy says he admired _both the_.
little wyear-old college’s tenacity -
and its: austere maritime environ- -
: ment Gn; tow behind a shrpbullder fa-.
S ther Kennedy spent part of an itiner:
“ant, chlldhood in Nova Scotla) and re:

ollege ol .the cuttmg edge- of con-
emporary - creatlon To that end,

‘gram (“unheard of before this”), that

ught *in “art heavyweights ' like

,’ep Beuys, Carl André, Robert Mor-

-Iis; Dan_Graham, Robert Smithson,

Daniel Buren “Robert Irwin and Sol
Lertt. They made prints at the col-
Jege’s “new - lithography workshop,
théy produced, books for the new

NSCAD Press. “We dared,” Kennedy :
as recently, written for a memoir of °
; the period, . “to make our’ cohcerns -,
synonymous with the most pressmg

msuesmartanddemgn” s

Kennedy has always been fond of a':;
prmt made ‘at NSCAD by John Bald-"’

essan featuring’ the American art-
'st s scrawled admomtlon to hlmself

egan to create their dream of an art

“Claes Oldenburg Richard Serra, Jo- -

. Garry lNexll Kennedy at Cold Clty Gallery, with his msta]la on tltled

had similarly been his mtentxon from’
;, the begmmng “not to make - any mor

Suit.

(TIBOR KOLLEY|The [obewidez
“I wﬂl not make any more borlng
a.rt =3 Kennedy s memoir notes’ thatit"

Garry Netll Kennedy ’s Suit, ooptmue
at Cold Czty Gallery 6866R' hmond

bormg a.rt mlleges " And so he hasn



